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IT'S  NOT  JUST  THAT  YOU  CAN  SPOT 
two  barred  owls  perched  on  branches 
20  miles  apart  on  the  same  day;  it's  the 
awareness  that  you  are  invading  their 
space,  and  not  the  other  way  around. 
The  natural  world  -  not  the  human  - 
still  dominates  the  Westfield  River 
watershed,  thanks  to  a  broad  coalition 
of  people  determined  to  keep  it  that  way. 

They  are  a  diverse  group,  these 
champions  of  the  515  square  miles 
of  thickly  forested  ridges  and  deep 
valleys  framed  by  the  Connecticut  and 
Housatonic  rivers:  hunters  and  anglers, 
potters  and  poets,  architects  and  farm- 
ers, as  well  as  foresters  and  geologists, 
biologists  and  natural  historians, 
conservationists  and  community 
activists.  They  value  the  wildness  not 
only  for  its  own  sake,  but  for  how  it 
shapes  and  informs  the  community 
of  people  who  live  there.  Water  is  a 
constant  presence  in  their  lives:  They 
cross  it  to  get  to  work  or  buy  groceries; 
use  it  to  boat,  swim,  fish,  and  picnic; 
and  discuss  its  seasonal  changes  around 
kitchen  tables.  They  are  forced  to  drive 
miles  out  of  their  way  to  cross  its  tines 
and  tributaries,  but  they  wouldn't  live 
anywhere  else. 

The  Westfield  is  the  third  largest 
Massachusetts  tributary  to  the 
Connecticut  River,  after  the  Chicopee 
and  the  Deerfield.  Numerous  streams 
feed  into  its  three  main  branches  (East, 
Middle,  and  West),  which  stretch  for 
more  than  50  miles  through  16  towns. 
Still,  says  architect  Jeff  Penn,  who  owns 
a  house  in  Huntington  overlooking  the 
river,  it  is  only  after  he  returns  from 
travel  outside  the  region  that  he  fully 
appreciates  how  wet  western 
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Massachusetts  is.  And  how  wild. 

In  1993  the  Westfield  was  named  a 
National  Wild  and  Scenic  River,  just  the 
third  in  New  England  at  the  time.  The 
watershed's  natural  features  include 
old-growth  forests,  Whitewater  rapids, 
Glendale  Falls  -  the  highest  waterfall 
in  Massachusetts  -  and  Chesterfield 
Gorge,  the  Commonwealth's  version 
of  the  Grand  Canyon.  "You  can't  help 
but  discover  new  things  every  time  you 


visit  the  river,"  says  Penn.  "You  never 
know  when  you  may  stumble  across 
a  waterfall  or  a  swimming  hole  where 
you  feel  like  no  one  has  been  before." 
Penn,  now.in  his  40s,  grew  up  in 
Huntington  and  returned  after  college 
because  he  felt  it  would  be  a  good 
place  to  raise  a  family  (he  and  his  wife 
have  two  children,  ages  14  and  9).  He's 
part  of  the  grassroots  effort  that  has 
worked  diligently  and  successfully  to 
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(lto  R):The  Creamery  in 
Cummington  is  part  general 
store,  restaurant,  and  community 
gathering  place;  colorful,  hand- 
crafted brooms  are  among  the 
"crops"  showcased  at  Justamere 
Farm  in  Worthington;  J.P.  Welch 
in  his  workshop,  where  he  builds 
brooms  that  are  as  pleasing  to  the 
eye  as  they  are  efficient  to  use. 


protect  the  Westfield,  and,  like  many 
of  the  river's  advocates,  he  serves  on 
multiple  committees  charting  its 
future.  It's  not  an  easy  task. 

The  Westfield  River  flows  through 
one  of  the  most  heavily  forested  areas 
in  southern  New  England.  Paul 
Catanzaro,  a  Chesterfield  resident  and 
forest  resources  specialist  with  the 
University  of  Massachusetts  Extension 
Service,  says  that  more  than  80  percent 
of  the  forested  land  here  is  owned  by 
families  and  individuals,  in  parcels 
averaging  about  25  acres  in  size.  And 
there's  the  challenge  and  the  opportuni- 
ty. On  the  one  hand,  there's  little  federal, 
state,  or  industry-owned  land,  meaning 
protection  of  large,  unfragmented  swaths 
of  forest  is  difficult.  On  the  other,  small 
landowners  can  impact  the  watershed's 
resources,  which  may  help  explain  the 
broad,  community-based  support  for 


conservation.  Catanzaro's  investment 
in  the  region  is  personal  as  well  as 
professional.  In  addition  to  studying 
its  trees,  he,  like  Penn,  chose  the  hill 
towns  as  a  good  environment  in  which 
to  raise  his  two  young  children. 

With  so  much  forest,  the  views 
sneak  up  on  you.  You  may  drive  for 
miles  within  a  canopy  of  trees,  sur- 
rounded by  woods  and  the  winding 
river,  and  then  the  road  opens  abruptly 
to  a  spectacular  vista.  Margot  Locke,  79, 
is  the  retired  publisher  of  the  weekly 
newspaper  Country  Journal  and  has 
lived  in  Plainfield  for  30  years.  "It  is 
beautiful  country.  The  commute  I  had 
to  Huntington  (where  the  newspaper 
office  is  located)  is  probably  the  loveliest 
drive  on  earth."  Another  unexpected 
vista  opens  up  at  the  William  Cullen 
Bryant  Homestead  in  Cummington, 
now  owned  and  cared  for  by  The 


Trustees  of  Reservations.  The  estate 
of  Bryant  (1794-  1878),  the  celebrated 
poet  and  longtime  editor  of  the  New 
York  Evening  Post,  commands  some  of 
the  most  breathtaking  views  in  the  state 
from  its  perch  above  the  East  Branch. 

The  watershed  is  sparsely  populated 
compared  with  Eastern  and  Central 
Massachusetts.  Most  of  its  towns  have 
fewer  than  2,000  residents.  When  you 
come  to  a  small  store  like  the  Creamery 
(officially  the  Old  Creamery  Grocery  & 
Deli)  in  Cummington,  you  find  it  has 
everything,  from  wine  and  cheese  to 
cat  food.  It  has  to  -  it's  the  only  store 
for  miles  around.  The  aisles  are  crowded 
and  narrow,  and  everyone  seems  to 
know  everyone  else. 

The  bulletin  board  is  a  can't-miss 
if  you  want  to  know  what's  going  on 
and,  like  the  store  itself,  symbolizes  the 
community's  self-reliance.  In  addition 
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[Residents]  value  the  wildness  not  only  for  its 
own  sake,  but  for  how  it  shapes  and  informs 
the  community  of  people  who  live  there. 


to  the  usual  items  for  sale  and  signs  for 
lost  pets,  it  is  a  virtual  meeting  place, 
chock-full  of  notices  for  discussion 
groups,  lecture  series,  book  clubs,  com- 
munity events,  and  outdoor  activities, 
one  of  the  regions  main  draws. 

The  river  and  its  tributaries  are  a 
fisherman's  mecca.  "I  love  fishing  the 
West  Branch,"  says  John  Sinton,  a  retired 
environmental  studies  professor  from 
Northampton  and  a  Connecticut  River 
Watershed  Council  board  member, 
"not  only  because  there's  rarely  another 
angler,  but  it's  just  a  wonderful,  historic 
stretch  of  river. 

Cyclist  Steve  Hamlin  was  raised  in 


the  nearby  city  of  Springfield  and  has 
lived  in  Huntington  since  1984.  "Few 
areas  are  as  bicycle  friendly,"  he  says. 
"You  have  to  like  hills,  but  there  is 
little  traffic."  Like  many  who  live  in  the 
Westfield  watershed,  Hamlin  is  a  man  of 
many  interests  and  talents:  he's  a  skilled 
leather-worker,  paints  watercolors,  and 
is  launching  a  website  design  business. 
His  wife  Linda  is  a  photographer  and 
does  interior  design.  Perhaps  the  river 
attracts  such  people,  but  more  likely 
it's  necessary  to  know  how  to  do  many 
things  well  to  flourish  in  these  parts. 

Justamere  Farm  in  Worthington 
straddles  the  Kinnebrook  (which  feeds 


into  the  Middle  Branch)  and  is  accessed 
by  a  narrow  dirt  road  that  dips  and 
climbs  through  woodland  and  the 
occasional  field.  It's  not  easy  going, 
especially  in  winter,  but  worth  the  trip, 
offering  a  rare  and  profound  stillness 
in  addition  to  its  visual  beauty.  Owners 
J.  P.  and  Marian  Welch  started  Justamere 
in  the  mid-1980s,  and  their  products 
include  maple  syrup,  Christmas  trees, 
fragrant  soaps,  and  hand-crafted 
brooms,  sold  online  and  at  such  venues 
as  the  Amherst  Farmers  Market.  On  any 
given  weekend  day,  they  may  be  miles 
apart,  the  lanky,  bearded  J.  P.  selling 
Christmas  trees  at  a  shopping  mall 
in  Westfield,  while  Marian,  wearing  a 
thick,  wool  sweater  and  stomping  her 
feet  to  stay  warm,  sells  to  customers 
from  a  small  lean-to  at  the  farm. 

The  interaction  between  people  and 
river  is  always  a  balancing  act  between 
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admiration  and  need.  The  mill  era 
symbolizes  the  Westfield's  economic 
value  -  and  the  price  people  paid  for 
it.  Small  towns  flourished  as  the  result 
of  their  mills,  but  the  resulting  pollution 
killed  fish,  poisoned  the  water,  and 
compromised  the  communities 
downstream. 

Today,  most  of  the  mills  are  gone, 
and  the  river  is  cleaner  than  it  has  been 
in  decades.  But  towns  such  as  Russell 
suffered  a  loss  of  jobs  and  a  reduced 
tax  base  in  the  process.  And  it  is  this 
tough  economic  environment  that 
hangs  like  a  dark  and  threatening  cloud 
over  what  many  residents  consider 
their  personal  paradise.  Now,  a  proposal 
to  build  a  biomass  facility  at  the  site  of 
the  former  Westfield  River  Paper  Co. 
has  divided  the  community. 

On  one  side  is  the  prospect  of  new 
jobs,  the  need  to  develop  new  sources 
of  energy,  and  a  belief  that  the  owners 
of  the  proposed  facility  are  sincere  in 
their  promise  to  operate  it  responsibly. 
On  the  other  side  are  residents  with 


grave  concerns  about  the  pollution  the 
new  plant  could  create,  the  tremendous 
truck  traffic  it  would  generate,  and  the 
visual  degradation  to  the  town  and 
river.  Supporters  on  both  sides  are 
passionate  and  articulate.  Even  environ- 
mental groups  can't  reach  a  consensus. 

They  may  not  agree  on  how  to  get 
there,  but  people  on  both  sides  of  the 
argument  -  and  those  caught  in 
between  -  share  a  desire  to  preserve  a 
way  of  life,  which,  like  a  diamond,  can 
be  hard  as  well  as  beautiful.  If  history 
is  any  indication,  the  vast  natural  assets 
of  the  Westfield  and  its  tributaries,  and 
the  rolling  hills,  scenic  vistas,  forests, 
and  diverse  flora  and  fauna  they  sustain, 
will  continue  to  frame  the  debate. 

Russell  Powell  of  Hatfield  is  a  journalist 
and  former  editor/publisher  of  Watershed 
Magazine  who  has  covered  the  region  for 
more  than  20  years. 

right:  Each  spring,  Whitewater 
racers  compete  against  each  other 
-  and  against  the  river. 


It's  easier  than  you  think 

...to  leave  a  gift  of  special  places  and  experiences  for  generations  to  come.  Creative 
gift  planning  can  help  resolve  personal  asset  questions  -  whether  you  are  thinking  about 
your  grandchildren,  retirement,  or  selling  a  home  or  business  -  and  at  the  same  time, 
support  land  conservation,  a  favorite  reservation,  or  programs  for  children  and  families. 
For  further  information  about  planned  giving,  please  visit  www.thetrustees.org/pg.cfm 

□  Please  contact  me  about  a  charitable  gift  annuity  and  other  gifts  that  provide  income 
to  me  or  another  beneficiary. 

□  I  have  included  The  Trustees  in  my  will,  date(s)  of  birth:  
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SOCIETY 

For  more  information,  please  contact: 
thy  Spellman,  Director  of  Major  and  Planned  Gifts 
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It  Takes  a 
(Cyber)  Village 

Welcome  to  ConservationCommon.org 


By  Susan  Benoit 

CONSERVATION  IN  MASSACHUSETTS  IS  UNDERGOING  AN  INTERNET 

revolution.  More  and  more  of  us,  from  conservation  commissioners  and  town 
planners  to  citizen  activists  and  trail  volunteers,  are  turning  to  our  computers  to 
gather  information  and  organize  efforts  to  protect  the  landscapes  and  natural 
bounty  we  value. 

Recognizing  this  movement,  The  Trustees'  Putnam  Conservation  Institute 
(PCI)  has  created  ConservationCommon.org,  a  cyber-cooperative  designed 
for  all  conservationists  -  even  those  with  little  previous  computer  experience  - 
to  help  make  all  our  work  more  efficient. 

PCI  director  Andrea  Freeman  is  the  driver  of  the  new  site:  "PCI  is  working 
to  build  the  capacity  of  the  conservation  community,"  Freeman  says.  "We  offer 
workshops  and  conferences  throughout  the  year,  but  what  happens  when  you 
need  very  specific  information  immediately?  ConservationCommon.org  is 
that  valuable,  24/7  tool,  an  archive  of  documents,  computer  links,  and  online 
discussions  to  assist  in  conservation  and  community  preservation  work." 

People  who  go  to  www.ConservationCommon.ORG  can  easily  access  others' 
tried-and-true  conservation  tools.  You  can  use  the  Discussions  section  to  join 
conversations  with  people  facing  the  same  challenges  and  opportunities,  under 
topics  such  as  "Protecting  Landscapes  and  Landmarks"  and  "Stewardship." 

But  ConservationCommon.org  will  only  be  as  strong  as  the  commitment  of 
its  users.  Ida  Nystrom  of  Wachusett  Greenways  (www.wachusettgreenways.org), 
which  connects  Central  Massachusetts  communities  through  bikeways  and 
recreation  paths,  says  ConservationCommon.org  will  be  especially  helpful 
"in  grant  writing  and  looking  for  sources  of  grant  money.  And  we're  always 
looking  to  share  expertise  with  similar  organizations." 

Colin  Novick,  executive  director  of  the  Greater  Worcester  Land  Trust 
(www.gwlt.org),  says  the  site's  potential  is  immediate:  "It  combines  complementary 
aspects:  a  library  function  that  land  trust  folks  and  activists  can  access,  and  a 
posting  function  that  lets  them  share  their  solutions  to  the  problems  we  all  face." 

So  be  sure  to  join  the  village  at  ConservationCommon.org.  All  it  needs 
to  flourish  is  you. 

Susan  Benoit  works  for  the  Massachusetts  Outdoor  Heritage  Foundation 
(www.massoutdoorheritage.org),  which  seeks  common  ground  among  disparate 
outdoors  enthusiasts,  including  hunters,  ATV  riders,  anglers,  hikers,  and  birders. 


New  to  the  Common' 
1"  I' 


we  ere  profe«<onaK  ai>d  volunteer;  working  to 
preserve  and  protect  the  specials  pieces  end 
quality  of  life  in  Massachusetts. 

ion  the  discussion  today. 


Join  the 

conversation  on 

ConservationCommon.org: 

• Visit  www.ConservationCommon.org, 
look  for  the  "New  to  the  Common?" 
box  on  the  left,  and  click  on  "Join  Us." 

^     On  the  Registration  page,  choose  a 

username,  then  either  tab  or  click 
through  the  rest  of  the  required  fields. 
Provide  as  much  information  about  yourself 
as  you  can.  You  can  even  upload  a  photo  of 
yourself  or  your  favorite  place. 

• Click  "Submit  Registration"  and  that's 
it:  you're  in!  Browse  the  available 
documents  for  download;  find  answers 
to  your  questions;  submit  links  you  use 
in  your  conservation  work;  and  join/start 
discussions  on  topics  that  interest  you. 
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Strong  Forces  Confront  Our  Coastlines 


By  Peter  H.Taylor 


AS  FAR  BACK  AS  I  CAN  REMEMBER  I  HAVE  ENJOYED 

watching  huge,  storm-driven  waves  bash  the  coastline.  There's 
something  thrilling  and  beautiful  about  mountains  of  ocean 
water  hitting  sand  and  rock.  Slower-paced  forces  of  coastal 
change,  such  as  tides,  currents,  and  seasonal  shifts  in  sea  life, 
are  just  as  exciting.  The  meeting  of  land  and  sea  is  defined  by 
ceaseless  change,  and  that's  what  makes  coastal  ecology  and 
oceanography  so  interesting  to  me. 

Last  summer,  my  wife,  five-year-old  daughter,  and  I  took  a 
vacation  to  Chatham,  at  the  elbow  of  Cape  Cod.  I  woke  early 
one  morning  and  walked  to  the  lighthouse,  which  sits  on  a 
bluff  perhaps  a  hundred  feet  above  Pleasant  Bay. 

In  the  morning  sunlight,  I  got  a  spectacular  bird's-eye  look 
across  to  the  sturdy  sand  barrier  of  Nauset  Beach,  which  used 
to  shelter  Pleasant  Bay  from  the  open  ocean  -  until  waves 
carved  a  gash  through  it.  Gazing  at  the  breach  where  ferocious 
currents  now  ripped  into  the  bay,  I  marveled  at  how  the  ocean 
had  completely  re-sculpted  the  coastline,  shifting  huge  volumes 
of  sand  to  create  a  new  beach  and  peninsula  that  jutted  from 
the  base  of  the  bluff.  I  watched  as  two  fishing  boats  navigated 


the  treacherous  channel,  passing  an  exposed  ledge  where  a 
crowd  of  grey  seals  lounged.  Not  far  away,  I  could  see  where 
property  owners  had  installed  bulwarks  of  large  rocks  in  an 
attempt  to  safeguard  their  shorefront  homes. 

This  "Chatham  Break"  is  fairly  old  -  it  happened  20 
years  ago  -  but  it  offers  a  glimpse  of  the  future  along  the 
Massachusetts  coast.  Just  a  few  months  before  our  visit,  waves 
had  punctured  another  hole  through  Nauset  Beach,  north  of 
this  old  one;  summer  cottages  there  have  since  fallen  victim. 
Also  in  2007,  storm  waves  broke  through  Norton  Point  on 
Martha's  Vineyard,  creating  a  new  link  from  Katama  Bay  to  the 
ocean.  At  Crane  Beach  in  Ipswich,  the  shoreline  has  retreated 
100  feet  since  2001.  Impressive  events  like  these  are  normal 
along  the  ever-shifting  coastline,  but  climate  change  will  soon 
cause  them  to  happen  more  frequently  and  more  dramatically. 

According  to  the  Intergovernmental  Panel  on  Climate 
Change,  sea  level  could  rise  two  feet  or  more  by  2100.  Climate 
change  will  also  cause  coastal  storms  to  hit  harder  and  more 
frequently.  Barrier  beaches  and  other  coastal  lands  will  be 
radically  reconfigured,  and  salt  marshes  will  disappear  under 
the  quickly  rising  ocean. 
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It's  fascinating  to  anticipate  how  these  changes  will  affect 
people,  geography,  and  wildlife.  And  how  do  we  prepare? 
For  many  people,  building  seawalls  and  adding  dredged  sand 
seem  like  obvious  solutions  to  protect  properties.  But  when 
you  look  at  the  performance  of  these  structures,  it's  clear  they 
create  more  problems  than  they  solve. 

1  suspect  that,  as  the  years  go  by,  we  will  find  ourselves 
adjusting  to  the  new  shape  of  the  coastline,  rather  than  trying 
to  win  an  impossible  fight. 

But  birds,  fish,  and  other  creatures  will  feel  the  impact 
more  directly.  I'm  especially  concerned  about  the  loss  of  salt 
marshes,  vital  sources  of  food  and  shelter  for  many  animals, 
including  commercially  and  recreationally  important  fish. 
Salt  marshes  thrive  in  the  daily  ebb  and  flow  of  tides.  During 
periods  when  sea  level  rises  slowly,  salt  marshes  accumulate 
sediment  and  build  up  peat  fast  enough  to  stay  above  water. 
But  when  the  ocean  is  rising  comparatively  rapidly,  such  as  now, 
some  salt  marshes  cannot  keep  pace  and  eventually  disappear. 


Today,  we  cannot  predict  how  much  salt  marsh  will  disap- 
pear, but  it  will  come  on  the  heels  of  huge  losses  over  the  last 
four  centuries  due  to  other  human  impacts.  I  fear  that  while 
fish,  birds,  and  other  species  might  adjust  to  some  other  climate- 
related  changes,  the  compounded  loss  of  salt  marshes  might 
be  a  critical  blow  to  the  ecosystem.  The  implications  for  all 
of  us  are  profound. 

One  afternoon  during  our  Chatham  vacation,  our  family 
explored  the  marshy  and  sandy  edge  of  the  lighthouse  peninsula. 
We  scooped  up  tiny  fish  in  our  hands  and  returned  them  to 
the  shallow  water,  where  they  nibbled  on  bits  of  marsh  grass. 
Nearby,  horseshoe  crabs  crawled,  and  shorebirds  skittered 
along  the  surf  line.  Kneeling  on  the  sand,  we  built  castles  that 
were  flooded  and  crumbled  into  heaps  by  the  rising  tide.  And 
I  found  myself  wondering:  What  will  our  ocean  and  coast  look 
like  20  years  from  now  when  my  daughter  builds  sandcastles 
with  her  own  children? 

Peter  H.  Taylor,  who  has  a  master's  degree  in  marine  ecology,  owns 
Waterview  Consulting  (www.waterviewconsulting.com),  a  firm 
specializing  in  communication  of  coastal  and  marine  science. 


Changes  like  these 
are  normal  along  the 
ever-shifting  coastline, 
but  climate  change 
will  soon  cause  these 
events  to  happen 
more  frequently  and 
more  dramatically. 


Since  an  ocean  storm  breached  Norton  Point  last 
spring,  changes  to  Katama  Bay  have  been  dramatic. 


S-Trotter 


Rediscovering  Grace 
Greylock  Niles 

By  Maida  Goodwin 

"J  waded  through  the  brook,  which  was  too  wide  to 
jump  across....  But  of  what  matter  is  a  little  water  in 
one's  boots,  when  seeking  the  Gardens  of  the  Gods?" 

WITH  WORDS  SUCH  AS  THESE,  VICTORIAN  BOTANIST  AND 

author  Grace  Greylock  Niles  is  inspiring  a  new  generation  to  get 
their  feet  wet  and  lose  themselves  in  the  wonders  of  swamps  and 
bogs.  Niles'  own  favorite  haunt  was  the  northern  Berkshires,  the 
setting  for  Bog-Trotting  for  Orchids,  her  beautifully  illustrated, 
turn-of-the-century  account  of  her  rambles. 

After  studying  art  and  working  as  a  nurse  in  New  York  City, 
she  returned  regularly  to  her  beloved  wetlands  to  do  research  for 
articles  and  books,  including  Bog-Trotting.  The  book  is  broader 
in  scope  than  its  title  suggests,  warmly  evoking  the  sights,  smells, 
and  feel  of  this  wild  and  rugged  landscape.  When  it  was  published 
in  1904,  Town  &  Country  magazine  praised  it  as  "easily  the  most 
inspiring  and  delightful  nature  book  of  the  season." 

ABOVE:  Niles  described  Yellow  Ladyslippers  as 
"Golden  Moccasin-Flowers"  and  "footsteps  of  sunshine." 

RIGHT:  Niles'  signature  work  serves  today  as  a  window  onto 
the  landscape  she  loved. 


ELL.  AWBELLPHOTO.COM 


But  praise  was  dim  for  a  woman  with  minimal  training  in 
biology  or  natural  history  -  or  for  a  person  whimsical  enough  to 
claim  the  Berkshires'  defining  peak  for  her  middle  name.  "Grace 
was  just  a  local  person,  with  no  degree,"  says  Pam  Weatherbee, 
who  is  part  of  an  informal  group  working  to  illuminate  Niles' 
life  and  work.  "And,  she  was  not  a  man." 

A  botanist  herself,  Weatherbee  shares  what  she  describes  as 
Niles'  "deeply  profound  connection"  to  the  quiet  corner  where 
Massachusetts,  Vermont,  and  New  York  meet.  In  1998,  she 
donated  land  in  Williamstown  that  became  Mountain  Meadow 
Preserve,  near  where  Niles  eventually  summered.  This  spring, 
Weatherbee  and  The  Trustees  will  dedicate  a  trail  to  Niles  there 

(SEE  PAGE  14,  GRACE  GREYLOCK  NILES  DAY). 

"Grace  certainly  aroused  my  curiosity,  because  in  her  books 
she  mentions  so  many  places  in  and  around  Williamstown, 
which  helped  me  look  for  those  places  and  rediscover  them," 
says  Weatherbee. 

Sadly,  whatever  success  Niles  enjoyed  was  short-lived;  she 
suffered  from  mental  illness  and  spent  her  last  two  decades  as 
a  patient  in  the  Brattleboro  Retreat,  where  she  died  in  1943. 
Although  long  out  of  print,  Bog-Trotting  still  inspires  readers  to 
explore  the  "rich,  warm  glooms"  of  her  beloved  wetlands,  where 
"a  wonderland  of  discovery"  is  available  "to  any  one  who  persist- 
ently, though  reverently,  seeks  to  lure  from  Nature  the  secrets  of 
her  deep  retreats." 

Maida  Goodwin  is  an  archivist  at  Smith  College  who,  along  with 
photographer  Allison  W.  Bell,  has  trotted  many  of  the  same  bogs  as 
Grace  Greylock  Niles. 
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d  more  to  do  online 


mt 

HIRES 


BERKSH 
REGION 


Thursdays,  April  3,  10,  17  |  3  -  4:30pm 
Explore  Nature  After  School 

BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE,  SHEFFIELD 
413.229.8600 

Designed  for  kids  in  kindergarten  through 
grade  6,  this  new,  three-week  after-school 
program  lets  your  kids  explore,  learn,  play,  and 
create  with  nature,  with  Trustees  experts  as 
their  guides.  Members:  $  /  5.  Nonmembers:  $24. 
Please  pre-register. 

Wednesdays  thru  Sundays,  mid-April  to 
mid-May  |  9:30am  -  4:30pm 
Wildflower  of  the  Week 

BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE,  SHEFFIELD 
413.229.8600 

Track  the  progress  of  spring  with  a  self-guided 
visit  to  Bart's  Cobble's  exceptional  wildflower 
area.  Listen  to  a  bloom  update  on  our 
answering  machine  and  check  out  the  new 
weekly  wildflower  sign  board  to  see  what's 
in  bloom.  FREE  with  admission. 


of  wood  frogs  and  salamanders,  and  learn 
about  the  ecology  of  these  complex  natural 
communities.  Members:  Adult/Child  $4;  Family 
$10.  Nonmembers:  Adult/Child  $6;  Family  $15. 
Please  pre-register 

Saturday,  April  19  |  7  -  8:30pm 

Dusk  Walk  at  Bartholomew's  Cobble 

BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE,  SHEFFIELD 
413.229.8600 

On  this  family-oriented  guided  walk,  we'll  listen 
for  spring  frogs  and  watch  for  the  dance  of 
the  woodcock  beneath  the  rising  Egg  Moon. 

Members /Nonmembers:  $5;  Family  $  1 0. 
Please  pre-register. 

Friday,  April  25  |  2  -  4pm 
Earth  Kids 

BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE,  SHEFFIELD 
413.229.8600 

Cap  off  school  vacation  week  with  this  special 
Earth  Day  Celebration,  aimed  at  kids  in 
kindergarten  through  grade  6.  We'll  explore 
vernal  pool  life,  wildflowers,  and  spring  bird 
songs.  Members/ Nonmembers: Adults  FREE: 
Children  $5  (includes  price  of  take-home  learning 
materials).  Please  pre-register. 


Saturday,  May  3  |  I0am-I2noon 
Wildflower  Walk  at  Field  Farm 

FIELD  FARM,  WILLIAMSTOWN  413.298  3239  x3003 
Join  local  guide  Pam  Weatherbee  for  a  leisurely 
hike  through  the  rich  woodlands  of  Field  Farm 
to  enjoy  the  diverse  spring  flora.  FREE. 

Sunday,  May  4  |  9  -  I  I  am 

Climb  Monument  Mountain 


On  this  3-mile  guided  hike,  we'll  explore  the 
mountain's  natural  wonders. Though  the  trail 
is  steep,  our  leisurely  pace  will  ensure  time 
for  photographs  and  to  enjoy  the  wildflowers 
and  terrific  views.  Minimum  age  7.  FREE. 

Saturday,  May  10  |  8  -  I  0am 

Bird  Walk  -  Spring  Migration 

BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE,  SHEFFIELD 
413.229.8600 

Welcome  arriving  spring  migrants  and  explore 
their  nesting  habitats  on  this  family-friendly 
guided  walk.  Birders  of  all  levels  are  welcome. 

Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  Adult  $5;  Child  $3. 
Please  pre-register. 


Saturday, April  5  |  9-  Mam 
Trek  Back  in  Time 

QUESTING  RESERVATION,  NEW  MARLBOROUGH 

On  this  easy,  two-mile  trek  through  field  and 
forest,  we'll  visit  one  of  the  Berkshires'  first 
settlement  sites,  Leffingwell,  which  dates  to 
the  1 700s.  Members/ Nonmembers:  $5. 
Please  pre-regtster. 


Saturday,  April  19  |   I  0am-  I2noon 
Life  in  a  Vernal  Pool 

BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE.  SHEFFIELD 
413.229.8600 

Explore  life  in  our  spring  ponds  on  this  family- 
friendly  guided  walk.  We'll  look  for  egg  masses 


Sunday,  May  4  |  I  -  4pm 
Sunday,  June  8  |   I  -  4pm 

Fresh  Ink:  Nature 

Writing  Workshop 

BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE, 
SHEFFIELD  413.229.8600 
Unleash  your  muse  on  an  afternoon 
of  contemplative  walking,  watching,  and 
listening  with  Trustees  staffer  Tammis 
Coffin.  Guided  activities  will  inspire  a 
fresh  written  response  to  moment  and 
place.  Writers  of  all  levels  welcome. 
Members:  $8.  Nonmembers:  $  1 0.  Please 
pre-register. 


Sunday,  May  II   |  2  -  4pm 
Mother's  Day  Wildflower 
Walk  and  Tea 

BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE.  SHEFFIELD 
413.229.8600 

Celebrate  Mother's  Day  with  the  entire  family 
on  this  guided  stroll  on  Cobble  trails.  We'll 
find  the  latest  wildflowers  in  bloom,  then  sample 
a  variety  of  teas  infused  with  flower  blossoms. 

Members:  Adult/Child  $5;  Family  $10.  Nonmembers: 
Adult/Child  $6;  Family  $  1 5.  Please  pre-register. 

Tuesdays,  May  1 3,  20,  27;  June  3  |  3:30  -  5pm 
Seeds  and  Weeds  -  Young 
Gardeners  After-school  Program 

NAUMKEAG  BARN.  STOCKBRIDGE 
413.298.3239,  x3000 

Children  in  grades  K-2  become  first-hand 
gardeners  as  they  plan  a  garden,  dig  in  the 
soil,  learn  about  compost,  and  plant  seeds. 

Call  or  visit  www.thetrustees.org  for  more 
information.  Members:  $45.  Nonmembers:  $55. 
Please  pre-register. 

Saturday,  May  1 7  |  I0am-I2noon 
Grace  Greylock  Niles  Day 

MOUNTAIN  MEADOW  PRESERVE. 
WILLIAMSTOWN  413  458.3135 
Celebrate  the  legacy  of  botanist  Grace 
Greylock  Niles,  author  of  Bog-Trotting  for 
Orchids,  published  a  century  ago.  Highlights 
include  guided  walks  and  botanizing.  FREE. 

Monday,  May  1 9  |  7  -  8:30pm 
Flower  Moon  Twilight  Walk 

41  3.298.3239  x3003 

Enjoy  the  sounds  and  scents  of  spring  on  this 
leisurely,  guided  hike  and  watch  for  the  rising 
full  Flower  Moon.  Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers: 
Adult/Child  $5:  Family  $  1 0.  Please  pre-register. 

Saturday,  May  24  |  I  0am  -  I  2noon 
Wild  Edibles  Extravaganza 

BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE,  SHEFFIELD 

Join  Trustees  naturalist  Rene  Wendell  to  gather 
and  prepare  a  variety  of  tasty  ingredients  fresh 
from  the  wild.  Members:  Adult  $6;  Child  $3. 
Nonmembers:  Adult  $8;  Child  $4.  Please  pre-register. 
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Memorial  Day,  May  26  |  9am  -  I  2noon 
Sundays,  June  1,8,  15  (father's  day) 
8:30-  I  1:30am 

Saturdays,  June  21,28  |  8:30  -  I  1:30am 
Housatonic  Paddle  - 
Guided  Canoe  Trip 

BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE.  SHEFFIELD 
413.229.8600 

On  this  guided  paddle,  we'll  explore  the  rich 
and  varied  habitats  of  the  winding  Housatonic. 

Members:  Adu/t  $15:  Child  (10-  16)  $10. 
Nonmembers:  Adult  $25;  Child  $15. 
Please  pre-register. 

Saturday,  June  7  |  7  -  9am 

Bird  Walk  at  Mountain  Meadow 

MOUNTAIN  MEADOW  PRESERVE, 
WILLIAMSTOWN  413.458.3135 
On  this  guided  walk,  we'll  observe  returning 
spring  migrants,  focusing  on  the  Williamstown 
side  of  the  reservation.  Bring  binoculars  and 
field  guides.  FREE. 

Tuesday,  June  17  |  6:30  -  8:30pm 
Monument  Mountain  by  Twilight 

MONUMENT  MOUNTAIN.  GREAT  BARRINGTON 
413.298.3239  x3003 

Savor  the  golden  evening  light  and  watch  for 
the  rising  Strawberry  Moon  on  one  of  the 
longest  days  of  the  year  on  this  guided  hike. 

FREE.  Please  pre-register. 

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Volunteer  at  the  following  events: 

Saturday,  April  26  |  9am-  I  pm 
Volunteer  Work  Day 

BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE.  SHEFFIELD 
413.229.8600  OR  BCOBBLE@TTOR.ORG 
Help  prepare  the  Cobble  for  the  coming  season 
with  trail  maintenance  and  general  spring 
cleanup.  Call  for  more  information.  FREE. 

Thursdays,  mid-April  -  October  |  9  -  I  I  :30am 
Work  in  the  Wiidwood 

BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE,  SHEFFIELD 
413.229.8600 

Help  us  protect  the  unique  ecology  of  the 
Cobble  as  you  pull,  lop,  and  chop  invasive 
weeds.  Call  for  more  information.  FREE. 

Thursday,  April  24  |  9am-I2noon 
Teen  Green  Team 

BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE.  SHEFFIELD 

Here's  a  great  way  for  your  high-school  or 
middle-school  student  to  earn  service  credit 
hours  while  helping  rid  the  Cobble  of  unwanted 
invasive  plants.  Call  for  more  information.  FREE. 


Thursday,  May  1 5  |  9am  -  1 2NOON 
Garlic  Mustard  Jamboree 

BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE,  SHEFFIELD 
413.229.8600 

Volunteer  to  remove  garlic  mustard,  one  of 
the  Cobble's  biggest  plant  threats,  and  then 
relax  with  a  free  slice  of  pizza  -  with  optional 
garlic  mustard  topping!  Call  for  details.  FREE. 

Saturday,  May  3 1  |  I  0am  -  I  2noon 
Field  Farm  Garlic  Mustard  Pull 

FIELD  FARM, WILLIAMSTOWN  413.458.3135 
Volunteer  with  Trustees  ecologist  Julie  Richburg 
to  help  bring  garlic  mustard  under  control. 
Your  reward?  You  get  to  bring  home  as  many 
of  these  tasty  salad  greens  as  you  like!  FREE. 


VALLEY  REGION 

March  and  April 
Ski  Notchview 

NOTCHVIEW.  WINDSOR  413.684.0148 
Don't  forget  that  March  -  and  often  April  - 
is  a  great  time  for  Nordic  skiing!  Bring  your 
shades  and  enjoy  spring  in  the  snow. 

Members:  FREE  weekdays;  half-price  weekends. 
Nonmembers:  Adult  $10;  Child  $3. 

Sunday,  May  25  |  8  -  9:30am 
Memorial  Weekend  Birding 

NOTCHVIEW,  WINDSOR  413.684.0148 
Learn  how  to  identify  birds  by  ear.  Dress 
for  changeable  weather  and  bring  bug  spray. 

Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  $5. 


Saturday,  March  29  |  8am  -  4:30pm 
1 8th  Massachusetts  Land 
Conservation  Conference 

WORCESTER  TECHNICAL  HIGH 
SCHOOL,  WORCESTER 
Learn  the  nuts  and  bolts  of  what  it 
takes  to  conserve  land.  Join  novices 
and  veterans  for  a  wide  array  of  work- 
shops on  the  legal,  financial,  political, 
and  social  realities  of  land  conservation. 
This  conference  sold  out  last  year,  so 
register  early.  Co-sponsored  by  The 
Trustees  and  Massachusetts  Land  Trust 
Coalition.  Please  pre-register  with  Angel 
Vega  at  978.840.4446  x/905; 
avega@ttor.org;  $38. 


\" volunteer 
^[opportunities 

Volunteer  at  the  following  events: 

Saturday,  May  3  |  9am  -  I  pm 

Annual  Chapel  Brook  Workday 

CHAPEL  BROOK,  ASHFIELD  413.684.0148 
Join  AMC  members  to  improve  the  Chapel 
Brook  trail  network.  Work  will  include 
moving  rocks  and/or  wood  chips  for  trail 
construction.  Climbing  afterwards.  FREE. 

Weekdays  in  May  and  Saturday,  May  3 
9am  -  I PM 

Garlic  Mustard  Control 

DINOSAUR  footprints,  holyoke 

413.532.1631  xl3 

Join  Trustees  staff  in  pulling  invasive  garlic 
mustard  from  Dinosaur  Footprints.  Enjoy 
a  spring  day  along  the  Connecticut  River. 

FREE.  Please  pre-register. 

Weekdays  in  May  |  8am 
Garlic  Mustard  Control 

BRYANT  HOMESTEAD,  CUMMINGTON; 
NOTCHVIEW, WINDSOR  413.684.0148 
Let's  make  it  hot  for  garlic  mustard,  yanking 
this  invasive  plant  from  the  Homestead  and 
Notchview.  Learn  why  this  project  is  important 
for  the  rare  Mustard  White  butterfly.  Call  for 
information.  FREE. 


CENTRAL 
REGION 


Saturday,  May  3  |  I0am-2pm 

rain  date:  Sunday,  May  4 

It's  About  Bloomin'  Time! 

PIERCE  PARK,  DOYLE  RESERVATION. 
LEOMINSTER  978.840  4446  xl900 
Come  enjoy  the  first  signs  of  Spring  as 
we  celebrate  "The  Blooming  of  the  Bulbs." 
We'll  provide  the  music  and  some  local  fare. 
You  bring  a  picnic  and  some  thoughts  to  share. 
Visit  www.thetrustees.org  for  more  information.  FREE. 

Sunday,  May  I  I   |   I  -  3pm 

Getting  to  Know  Your  Mother: 

Springtime  Tree  Identification 

PEAKED  MOUNTAIN,  MILLER'S  FOREST  TRACT, 
MONSON.  978.248.9455 
When  better  to  recognize  Mother  Nature's 
trees  than  on  Mother's  Day?  We'll  look  at  buds, 
bark,  and  newly  formed  leaves,  and  get  to 
know  our  arboreal  neighbors  better.  Members: 
$5.  Nonmembers:  $  1 0.  Please  pre-register. 


VOLUNTEER 
^OPPORTUNITIES 

w  f  Volunteer  at  the  following  events: 

Tuesday,  March  1. 1   |  6:30  -  7:30pm 
Tully  Trail  Stewards  Program 

MILLERS  RIVER  ENVIRONMENTAL  CENTER. 
ATHOL  978.248.9455. 

Make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  hikers  like 
yourself.  Become  a  volunteer  trail  steward  for 
this  dynamic  22-mile  loop  that  traverses  the 
backcountry  of  Royalston,  Warwick,  and  Orange. 


Saturday,  May  3  |  9 am  -  2pm 
Spring  Campground  Rally 

TULLY  LAKE  CAMPGROUND.  ROYALSTON 
978.248.9455 

Earn  an  off-season  night's  stay  by  helping  us  set 
up  the  camp  for  the  season!  Bring  work  gloves, 
bug  spray,  and  your  pals.  Campsites  available  at 
no  charge  for  Saturday  night.  Call  by  April  25. 

Saturday,  May  24  |  9:30am  -  I2noon 
Elliot  Laurel  Trail  Day 

ELLIOT  LAUREL.  PHILLIPSTON  978.248.9455 
This  quiet  gem  is  in  need  of  a  good  polishing. 
Bring  your  hiking  boots  and  we'll  get  to  work 
keeping  the  trails  open  and  accessible. Tools 
and  water  provided.  Please  pre-register. 


SpecialPLACES  I  SPRING  2008 
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April  7  - 
April  13 

Reservations  accepted  for 
July  1-31  only 

April  14- 
April  20 

Reservations  accepted  for 
August  1  -  Labor  Day 
weekend  only 

April  21  on 

Open  reservations 

■«  ■  mm  .  wii 


Saturday,  May  3 1  |  I  0am  -  2pm 
Rock  House  Spring  Cleaning 

ROCK  HOUSE  RESERVATION,  WEST 
BROOKFIELD  978.840.4446 
Help  us  get  the  Rock  House  ready  for  the 
summer!  Join  us  for  trail  maintenance, 
preparing  the  butterfly  garden,  and  spreading 
mulch.  FREE. 

Saturday,  June  7  |  9:30am  -  I  2noon 
Peaked  Mountain  Trail  Day 

PEAKED  MOUNTAIN,  MONSON.  978.248.9455 
Looking  for  some  experience  managing  trails? 
Let's  get  together  to  address  erosion  issues 
and  trail  safety.  We'll  bring  the  tools,  you 
bring  your  passion.  Please  pre-register. 
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GREATER 
BOSTON 

Including  Boston  Natural  Areas  Network  (BNAN) 


Saturday,  March  22  |   I  I  am  -  4:30pm 
Gardeners'  Gathering  (BNAN) 

NORTHEASTERN  UNIVERSITY,  BOSTON 
6 1 7.542.7696 

Don't  miss  the  state's  largest  and  best  gardening 
event!  Everyone  from  backyard  gardeners  to 
pros  will  be  on  hand  to  share  ideas,  dispense 
advice,  and  grow  the  gardening  community. 

Walk-in  registration.  FREE.  Visit  www.boston- 
natural.org  or  contact  Jo  Ann  Whitehead  at 
joann@bostonnatural.org  for  more  information. 

Saturday, April  26  |  9-  Mam 
Planting  Techniques  (BNAN) 

CITY  NATIVES.  MATTAPAN  61  7.542.7696 
Learn  proper  planting  techniques  for  a  variety 
of  plants  including  balled  and  burlapped  trees 
and  shrubs,  potted  stock,  perennial  divisions, 
and  annuals.  Demonstrations  will  include  the 
planting  of  a  shade  tree  along  Edgewater  Drive, 
an  annual  tradition  at  City  Natives.  FREE. 

Sunday,  March  30  |  10am 
Spring  Neponset  Greenway 
Bicycle  Tour  (BNAN) 

NEPONSET  RIVER.  MILTON/BOSTON 
617.542.7696 

On  this  15-mile  annual  ride  along  the 
Greenway,  we'll  begin  at  Paul's  Bridge  on 
the  Milton/Hyde  Park  border,  pedal  "down- 
stream" to  Victory  Road  Park  just  past  the 
current  terminus  at  Dorchester  Bay,  then 
return.  Please  pre-register  by  telephone  or  by 
'  emailing  info@bostonnatural.org. 


Saturday,  March  29  |  I0am-I2noon 
Bring  Back  the  Blues 

POWISSET  FARM.  DOVER  508.785.0339 
Build  bluebird  houses  to  be  installed  at  Fork 
Factory  Brook  this  spring.  Learn  more  about 
this  beautiful  bird  and  how  your  actions  can 
help  restore  this  once-common  neighbor. 
Members:  $7.  Nonmembers:  $1 4.  Please  pre-register. 

April  6,  May  4,  June  I   |  8:30  -  I  0am 
Green  Dogs  Hound  Hike 

ROCKY  WOODS.  MEDFIELD  508.785.0339 
On  this  guided  hike,  Green  Dogs  and  non- 
permit  holders  can  explore  Rocky  Woods 
with  their  companions.  Mix  and  mingle  with 
other  Green  Dogs  or  learn  more  about  joining 
the  Green  Dogs  program.  Find  more  about 
Green  Dogs  at  www.thetrustees.org.  FREE. 

Saturday,  June  21   |  4  -  6:30pm 
Annual  Ice  Cream 
Social  Celebration 

FRANCIS  WILLIAM  BIRD  PARK,  EAST  WALPOLE 

508.668.6136 

Music,  storytelling,  old-fashioned  games  - 
and,  of  course,  ice  cream  sundaes  -  are  all 
on  the  menu  as  we  celebrate  the  beginning 
of  summer!  Bring  a  chair  or  blanket.  FREE. 

Saturday,  June  28  |  9am-Ipm 
Travel  By  Charles 

This  family-friendly,  guided  canoe  trip  along 
the  Charles  begins  at  the  recently  opened 
Cedariver  and  visits  other  Trustees  properties 
linked  by  this  meandering  river. Trip  size  limited. 

Members:  Adult  $30;  Child  $20.  Nonmembers:  Adult 
$40;  Child  $30.  Please  pre-register. 

DATE  TBD 

Spring  Perennial  Divide  (BNAN) 

CITY  NATIVES,  MATTAPAN  617.542.7696 
Get  ready,  get  set,  get  your  hands  and 
knees  dirty  as  we  celebrate  the  new  season. 
Activities  for  all  experience  levels  will  help 
you  satisfy  your  need  for  seeds  -  and  all 
things  gardening.  Visit  www.bostonnatural.org. 

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Volunteer  at  the  following  events: 

Saturday,  April  26  |  (times  tbd) 
Charles  River  Cleanup 

CEDARIVER,  MILLIS;  MOODY  STREET  BRIDGE, 
WALTHAM  508.785.0339 
Join  with  us  and  the  Charles  River  Watershed 
Association  to  give  back  to  the  river  for  all  it 
has  given  you!  Please  pre-register. 


Sunday,  June  8  |  I PM 
Powisset  Farm 
Grand  Opening 

POWISSET  FARM,  DOVER 
508.785.0339 

Come  out  to  the  farm  as  Powisset 
officially  opens  to  the  public.  Enjoy 
fresh  farm  produce  with  family  and 
friends,  meet  the  pigs,  and  explore  this 
expansive  agricultural  landscape.  We 
need  volunteers  to  help  throughout 
the  day,  so  please  call  if  you  can  help. 
Check  www.tfietrustees.org  for  details. 


May  3 I.June  28, July  26, August  30, Sept.  27 
Friends  in  the  Fields 

POWISSET  FARM,  DOVER  508.78S.0339 
Come  out  to  the  Farm  the  last  Saturday  of 
each  month  for  a  little  sweat  equity!  Work  with 
farm  crew  to  help  plant  and  weed,  or  lend  a 
hand  on  a  special  farm  project.  For  more  informa- 
tion, contact  Meryl  LaTronica  at  mlatronica@ttor.org. 


NORTHEAST  TgT 
REGION 

Tuesdays,  March  18  and  April  22  |  3  -  4:30pm 
Saturdays,  May  17  and  June  21   |  3  -  4:30pm 
Meet  the  Cows 

APPLETON  FARMS  IPSWICH/HAMILTON 
978.921.1944  x88IS 

It's  simply  moo-velous!  Explore  the  Farmstead 
buildings  and  visit  calves  and  heifers  with  our 
farm  staff.  Meet  the  cows  in  the  dairy  barn 
during  milking  -  ordinarily  closed  to  the  public. 

Members:  $4.  Nonmembers  $5.  Please  pre-register. 


Fridays,  April  4,  May  2,  June  2  |  7:30  -  9pm 
First  Fridays  Family  Night  Hikes 

RAVENSWOOD  PARK,  GLOUCESTER 
978.921.1944  x88IS 

Come  out  and  explore  the  sights,  sounds,  and 
silence  of  our  woodlands  at  night  on  these 
family-oriented  guided  walks.  Members: Adult 
$8.  Nonmembers:  Adults  $10.  Child  FREE.  Please 

pre-register 

Tuesday.April  8  |  3:30  -  5:30pm 
Spring  Pruning  -  Stop 
Ruining  Your  Plants! 

Join  our  expert  horticultural  staff  for  this 
popular  hands-on  workshop.  Learn  proper 
techniques  and  skills  to  make  your  plants 
grow  healthy  and  look  great!  Members:  $28. 
Nonmembers:  $35.  Please  pre-register. 

Saturday,  April  19    |    Mam  -  12:30pm 
Vernal  Pool  Exploration 

AGASSIZ  ROCK,  MANCHESTER  BY  THE  SEA 
978. 921.1 944  x88 1 5 

Explore  vernal  pools  that  are  crucial  to  the 
survival  of  salamanders  and  wood  frogs.  Join 
us  to  learn  the  process  of  certifying  and 
protecting  these  habitats.  Ideal  for  families. 

Members:  Adult  $8;  Child  FREE.  Nonmembers: 
Adult  $  1 0;  Child  FREE.  Please  pre-register. 

Saturday,  April  12    |    8:30am  -  2:30pm 

FIELD  TRIP  OPTIONS    |    3  -  4PM 

The  Great  Marsh  Symposium 

PARKER  RIVER  WILDLIFE  REFUGE  HEADQUARTERS. 
NEWBURYPORT  978.462.9998 
Attend  the  Great  Marsh  Coalition's  Symposium 
for  an  outstanding  roster  of  experts  providing 
presentations  about  our  coastal  treasure.  Lunch 
available.  Members: Adult  $15.  Please  pre-register. 

Sundays, April  13, May  I  I.June  8  |   I  -3pm 
Wilds  of  Cape  Ann 

COOLIDGE  POINT,  MANCHESTER 
978.921.1944  x88IS 

We'll  explore  one  of  our  Cape  Ann  reserva- 
tions each  month  and  discover  the  springtime 
treasures  of  these  irreplaceable  landscapes. 

Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers: Adult  $5; 
Child  FREE.  Please  pre-register. 

Saturday,  April  19  |  7  -  8:30pm 
Full  Moon  Foray 

RAVENSWOOD,  GLOUCESTER  978.921.1944  x88l5 
Walking  through  Ravenswood  under  a  full  moon 
is  a  magical  experience.  Join  our  expert  guide 
for  this  family-oriented  trek  through  these 
moonlit  woods.  Members:  Adult  $8;  Child  FREE. 
Nonmembers:  Adult  $10;  Child  FREE.  Please 
pre-register. 


Tuesday.April  22    |   10-11  :30am 
Spy  a  Sculpture! 

LONG  HILL.  BEVERLY  978.921.1944  x88IS 
Together  with  your  children,  explore  Long 
Hill's  formal  gardens  and  follow  clues  in 
search  of  "mystery"  sculptures!  Members: 
Adult  $4;  Child  FREE.  Nonmembers:  Adult  $5. 
Child  FREE.  Please  pre-register. 

Thursday, April  24    |  I0am-I2noon 
Water,  Water  Everywhere! 

COOLIDGE  RESERVATION,  MANCHESTER 
BY  THE  SEA  978.921.1944  x8815 
Bring  the  kids  and  investigate  the  puddles, 
pools,  and  ponds  of  our  Cape  Ann  properties. 
We'll  observe  aquatic  life  and  compare  what 
we  find  in  fresh  water  to  what  we  find  in  salt 
water.  Members: Adult  $8;  Child  FREE  Nonmembers: 
Adult  $  1 0;  Child  FREE.  Please  pre-register. 

Friday, April  25    |  I0am-I2noon 
Sketching  to  See! 

AGASSIZ  ROCK,  MANCHESTER  BY  THE  SEA 
978.921.1944  x88IS 

Observe  blooming  flowers  and  other  favorite 
natural  objects  through  the  lens  of  your  pen. 
We'll  teach  you  tips  and  techniques  to  help 
you  see  more  deeply.  Recommended  for  ages 
1 0  and  older.  All  materials  available.  Members: 
$  1 0.  Nonmembers:  $  1 5.  Please  pre-register. 
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1:30am 


Saturday, April  26 
Daffodil  Days 

LONG  HILL,  BEVERLY  978.921.1944  x88IS 
Experience  Sedgwick  Gardens  in  early  spring 
bloom.  Walk  among  carpets  of  spring  bulbs  and 
more.  Bring  home  a  daffodil!  Great  for  families. 

Members:  Adult  $4;  Child  FREE.  Nonmembers: 
Adult  $5.  Child  FREE.  Please  pre-register. 

Five  Thursdays:  May  1 , 8.  1 5,  22,  &  29 
Neighborhood  Naturalists 

COOLIDGE  POINT.  MANCHESTER 
978.921.1944  x88l5 

Search  for  signs  of  life  in  the  mid-spring  mud, 
water,  and  woodlands,  and  help  build  a  backyard 
butterfly  garden.  For  ages  9-11.  Members:  $45. 
Nonmembers:  $55.  Please  pre-register. 

Thursday,  May  8  |  8:30  -  I  1:30am 
The  Birds  of  Appleton 
Farms  Grass  Rides 

APPLETON  FARMS  GRASS  RIDES 
IPSWICH/HAMILTON 

Enjoy  a  leisurely  walk  through  the  Grass  Rides 
and  discover  an  array  of  bird  species  as  we 
discuss  and  practice  field  identification. 

Members:  $  1 4.  Nonmembers:  $  1 7.  Please  pre- 
register  with  Joppa  Flats  MAS,  978.462.9998. 
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Six  Thursdays,  May  8,  15,22,  29;  June  5,  12 

10-  I  1:30am 

Farm  Fiddleheads 


During  this  six-week  program,  meet  the  cows, 
harvest  the  fields,  and  dig  in  to  farm  chores. 
Fiddleheads  experience  it  all  through  activities, 
stories,  songs,  and  games.  A  healthy  snack  is 
provided.  For  ages  3  -  5,  with  accompanying 
adult.  Members:  $50.  Nonmembers:  $60.  Fee 
includes  adult  and  child.  Individual  sessions 
available.  Please  pre-register. 

Friday,  May  9  |  4  -  8pm 

Members-Only  Preview  Plant  Sale! 

STEVENS-COOLIDGE  PLACE.  NORTH  ANDOVER 

Trustees  members  are  invited  to  beat  the 
crowd  and  purchase  your  plants  at  this  Friday- 
evening  preview.  Not  a  member?  Come  and 
join  at  the  event!  Members  only:  FREE. 

Saturday,  May  10  |   I  0am -2pm 
Stevens-Coolidge  Plant  Sale 

STEVENS-COOLIDGE  PLACE.  NORTH  ANDOVER 

Annual  plant  sale,  guided  garden  tours, 
and  self-guided  tours  of  the  historic  house. 
Celebrate  spring  and  get  your  garden  growing. 
Gardening  experts  on  hand  all  day.  Preview 
plants  at  9am;  sale  starts  at  I  0am.  FREE. 

Sundays,  May  I  I.June  8  |  3  -  5pm 
Farmstead  Tour 

APPLETON  FARMS  IPSWICH/HAMILTON 
978.921.1944  x88!5 

We'll  guide  you  through  nine  generations  of 
Appleton  family  history  as  we  explore  open 
meadows  and  historic  buildings.  We'll  even 
check  out  the  dairy  during  milking,  ordinarily 
closed  to  the  public.  Members:  $4. 
Nonmembers:  $5.  Minimum  age  is  8 
( 1 6  without  adult).  Please  pre-register. 


Tuesday,  May  1 3  |  5  -  7pm 
Evening  Birding  Ramble 
at  Appleton  Farms 

APPLETON  FARMS  GRASS  RIDES 
IPSWICH/HAMILTON 

Ramble  the  trails  in  search  of  nesting  sites 
and  look  for  breeding  bobolinks,  meadowlarks, 
red-winged  blackbirds,  and  Baltimore  orioles. 

Members:  $10.  Nonmembers:  $12.  Please 
pre-register  with  Joppa  Flats,  978.462.9998. 

Tuesday,  May  20  |  3:30  -  5pm 
Children's  Garden  -  Opening  Day! 

Help  plant  vegetables  and  flowers  in  our  own 
magical  children's  garden.  Learn  how  to  grow 
plants,  and  take  one  home  for  your  own 
backyard  garden.  Recommended  for  families. 

Members:  Adult  $4;  Child  FREE.  Nonmembers: 
Adult  $5;  Child  FREE.  Please  pre-register. 


Saturday,  May  3  I   |   I  0am  -  2pm 

17th  Annual  Long  Hill  Plant  Sale 

LONG  HILL.  BEVERLY  •  978.92 1 . 1 944  x88IS 
Purchase  rare  plants,  uncommon  trees,  shrubs, 
and  perennials  -  and  pick  up  expert  advice! 
Enjoy  the  Sedgwick  Gardens  in  peak  bloom. 
Bring  your  own  carts  or  wagons.  FREE. 

Last  Wednesdays,  June  -  September 
Great  House  Teas 

THE  CRANE  ESTATE.  IPSWICH 
978  921.1944  x88  I  5 

Our  popular  Teas  return  this  summer  to 
Castle  Hill.  Enjoy  a  tour  of  the  Great  House, 
relax  over  a  sumptuous  tea,  then  stroll  the 
grounds  for  an  enchanting  afternoon.  Price, 
including  tea  and  tour,  ranges  $30  -  $40,  depending 
on  membership  status  and  seating  arrangements. 
Call  or  visit  www.craneestate.org  for  details.  Please 
pre-register. 


Five  Tuesdays,  May  1 3,  20,  27,  June  3,  10 
4  -  5:30pm 
Young  Farmers 


In  this  five-week  program,  your  child  will 
become  become  a  first-hand  farmhand  as 
they  dig  in  the  soil,  plant  seeds,  grow  crops, 
churn  butter,  care  for  cows,  and  more!  For 
ages  9  -  M.  Members:  $72.  Nonmembers:  $9C 
Please  pre-register. 
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THE  TRUSTEES  OF  RESERVATIONS 


Saturday,  June  7  |  I  -  3pm 
Saving  the  Magnolia 

RAVENSWOOD,  GLOUCESTER  978  92 1.1944  x88 1 5 
Learn  the  story  of  our  magnolia  stand  while 
we  journey  the  Magnolia  Swamp  trails  of  this 
treasured  reservation.  Recommended  for  ages 
10  and  older.  Members:  Adult  $8.  Nonmembers: 
Adult  $10.  Please  pre-register. 

Saturday,  June  7  and  14  |   10-  I  1:30am 
Glorious  Gardens 

LONG  HILL.  BEVERLY  978.921.1944  x8815 
Learn  about  the  latest  garden  renovations 
during  this  behind-the-scenes  guided  tour. 
House  tour  and  refreshments  included. 

Members:  Adult  $4.  Nonmembers:  Adult  $5. 
Please  pre-register. 

Tuesday,  June  10    |  I  -  3pm 
Little  River  Quest  Fest 

OLD  TOWN  HILL.  NEWBURY  978.92 1 . 1 944  x88 1 5 
Journey  along  a  prehistoric  path  that  takes 
you  back  through  time,  guided  by  clues  that 
rhyme.  Great  for  families.  Members:  FREE. 
Nonmembers:  $5.  Please  pre-register. 

Sunday,  June  15  |    2:30  -  4pm 
Crowninshield  Island  Treasure  Hunt 

CROWN  INS  HI  ELD  ISLAND.  MARBLEHEAD 
978.921.1944  x88IS 

Bring  the  kids  and  join  in  our  Father's  Day 
Crowninshield  treasure  hunt. Walk  over  at  low 
tide,  or  bring  your  boats  to  explore  a  gem  of 
an  island.  Refreshments  available.  Members: 
Adult  $4:  Child  FREE.  Nonmembers:  Adult  $5. 
Child  $2.  Fathers  FREE.  Please  pre-register. 

Wednesday,  June  18  |  6pm 
Honey  Moon  Book  Club 
&  Potluck  Picnic  Dinner 

APPLETON  FARMS  IPSWICH/HAMILTON 
978.921.1944  x88l5 

Celebrate  the  Honey  Moon  with  our  second 
book  club  and  potluck  picnic  dinner. Wild 
foods  enthusiast  Russ  Cohen  will  join  us  to 
discuss  Michael  Pollan's  most  recent  book, 
In  Defense  of  Food:  An  Eater's  Manifesto.  Please 
bring  a  salad  or  main  dish  and  your  favorite 
beverage.  Dessert  provided.  Please  pre-register. 

Saturday,  June  21  |  I  I  am  -  2pm 
Summer  Solstice  Soiree 

COOLIDGE  RESERVATION,  MANCHESTER 
BY  THE  SEA  978.92 1 . 1 944  x88 1 5 
Gather  your  family  and  friends  to  celebrate 
the  longest  day  of  the  year!  We'll  have  some 
safe,  sun-viewing  telescopes,  solar  energy 
demonstrations,  and  lots  of  fun!  Members: 
Adult  $8;  Child  FREE.  Nonmembers:  Adult  $10: 
Child  FREE.  Please  pre-register. 


Tuesday,  June  24  [  4  6pm 
Vines  for  Your  Garden 

LONG  HILL,  BEVERLY  978.921  1944  x88IS 
Walk  the  Sedgwick  Gardens  to  find  the  best 
ornamental  vines  for  your  own  landscape. 
Materials  will  be  available.  Members:  $28. 
Nonmembers:  $35.  Please  pre-register. 


VOLUNTEER 
myf  OPPORTUNITIES 

Volunteer  at  the  following  events: 

Monday,  April  21   |  10-  I  1:30am' 
Family  Farmhands 

LONG  HILL,  BEVERLY  978.921.1944  x88l5 
Have  fun  with  the  entire  family  as  you  help 
plant  vegetables  and  more  at  The  Food  Project 
farm  at  Long  Hill.  FREE.  Please  pre-register. 

Tuesday,  April  22    |  I0am-I2noon 
Earth  Day  Celebration 

COOLIDGE  RESERVATION,  MANCHESTER 
BYTHESEA  978.921.1944  x8815 
Let's  turn  Earth  Day  into  a  family  day!  Together 
you'll  help  clean  up  the  shoreline,  build  a  bird 
box  or  a  boardwalk,  and  enjoy  this  coastal  gem. 
FREE.  Please  pre-register. 

Tuesday,  April  22  -  Friday,  April  25 

9am  -  2pm 

Farmhands 

APPLETON  FARMS  IPSWICH/HAMILTON 
978.921.1944  x8815 

Our  new  farmhands  program  is  a  great  way 
for  teens  ages  12  -  14  to  spend  April  vacation. 
Interested  teen  volunteers  will  gain  experience 
with  our  working  24-acre  vegetable  farm  and 
dairy  operation.  FREE.  Please  pre-register. 


SOUTHEAST 
REGION 
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Late  March  or  early  April  (date  tba) 
9  -  I  0pm 

Salamander  Soiree 

SOUTHEASTERN  MASSACHUSETTS  BIORESERVE, 
FALL  RIVER  508.679.21  15 
Join  us  on  a  spontaneous  walk  to  catch  a 
glimpse  of  spotted  salamanders  and  wood 
frogs  as  they  emerge  from  hibernation  to 
mate.  FREE.  Please  pre-register. 


Tuesday,  April  I 
Children's  Summer 
Program  Registration 

Summer  is  just  around  the  corner!  Registration 
information  for  both  Farm  Hands  and 
Young  Ecologists  will  be  posted  April  I 
on  www.thetrustees.org. 

Saturday,  April  12  |  9am  -  I2noon 
From  Trees  to  Timbers:  Logging 
and  Lumber  in  the  Bioreserve 

SOUTHEASTERN  MASSACHUSETTS  BIORESERVE. 

Take  a  walk  in  the  woods  to  learn  about 
sustainable  forestry  and  then  tour  Brightman 
Sawmills,  one  of  the  region's  few  remaining 
active  sawmills.  FREE.  Please  pre-register. 

Saturday,  April  5  |  9  -  I  I  am 
Granite,  Glaciers,  and  Geology 


Learn  how  geologic  forces  have  shaped  not 
only  the  natural  landscape  but  the  course  of 
human  history,  with  Bob  Kitchen  of  the  Fall 
River  Historical  Society.  FREE.  Please  pre-register. 

Monday,  April  2 1   |   I  2noon  -  2pm 
April  Vacation  Open  Barnyard 

WEIR  RIVER  FARM.  HINGHAM  781.740.7233 
You  don't  need  to  travel  far  for  vacation! 
Bring  your  family  and  a  picnic  then  enjoy 
a  hike  and  visit  with  our  animals.  Members: 
FREE.  Nonmembers:  $3. 

Tuesday  -  Thursday,  April  22  -  24 
9am  -  I  2noon 

April  Vacation  Nature  Program 

WORLD  S  END,  HINGHAM;  WHITNEY  THAYER 
WOODS.  HINGHAM/COHASSET;  NORRIS 
RESERVATION,  NORWELL 
Vacation  adventures  are  waiting  for  you!  From 
the  tiniest  mosquito  larvae  to  salamander  egg 
masses,  we  will  look  for  signs  of  spring  in  a 
salt  marsh,  vernal  pool,  and  pond.  For  ages 
6  -  10.  Members:  $75.  Nonmembers:  $90. 
Please  pre-register  by  calling  781 .740.4796 

Saturday,  April  26  |  I0am-2pm 
Celebration  of  Spring 

WEIR  RIVER  FARM.  HINGHAM  781.740.7233 
Traditionally,  spring  on  the  farm  has  been  a 
time  to  welcome  the  new  growing  season. 
Join  our  community  as  we  shear  the  sheep 
and  prepare  for  another  exciting  year. 
Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  $3 
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Saturday,  May  3  |  6  -  9am 
Birding  in  the  Bioreserve 

SOUTHEASTERN  MASSACHUSETTS  BIORESERVE. 
FALL  RIVER  508.679.21  IS 
Large,  unfragmented  areas  like  the  Bioreserve 
support  an  array  of  warblers  and  other  forest 
birds.  Bring  your  binoculars  to  seek  them  out 
at  the  height  of  the  spring  migration.  FREE. 
Please  pre-register. 

Satin  day.  May  10  |    I  -  3pm 

Fish  Migrations:  Fresh  to  Salt 

and  Back  Again 

Red  Brook  provides  habitat  for  herring  and 
rare  sea-run  brook  trout  that  move  between 
fresh  and  salt  water.  Learn  about  these  hidden 
migrations  and  the  restoration  of  this  ecologi- 
cally important  stream.  FREE. 

Ecosplorations  After-school  Program 

WORLD'S  END,  WEIR  RIVER  FARM,  HINGHAM; 

Spring  is  the  season  for  squishing  in  mud, 
searching  for  signs  of  life,  and  seeking  out 
adventures  at  our  local  properties  in  this 
unique  experience.  Members:  $40.  Nonmembers: 
$55.  Please  pre-register  by  calling  781.740.4796. 


Tuesdays,  May  6,  1 3,  20,  27; 
June  3  |  3:30  -  5pm 

Wednesdays,  May  7,  1 4,  2 1 , 
28;  June  4  |  3:30  -  5pm 


Saturday,  May  1 7  |  9am  -  4 
The  Big  Walk 

SOUTHEASTERN  MASSACHUSETTS 
BIORESERVE,  FALL  RIVER  508.679.21  15 
Experience  the  vastness  of  the  unbroken 
forest  on  a  14-mile  walk  that  spans  the 
full  length  of  the  1 3,600-acre  Bioreserve. 
Pick-ups  available  at  4, 8,  and  12  miles. 
FREE.  Please  pre-register. 


Spring  Family  Outings 


Spring  is  the  perfect  time  to  connect  to  your 
child  while  they  connect  to  these  special 
places.  Members:  $40.  Nonmembers:  $55. 
Please  pre-register  by  calling  781 .740.4796. 

SESSION  II 

Wednesdays,  May  7,  1 4,  2 1 , 
28;  June  4    |   10-  I  1:30am 

Tuesdays,  May  6,  13,20,27; 
June  3    |   10  -  I  1:30am 

Saturdays,  May  through  October  |  I  0am  -  2pm 
Open  Barnyard 

WEIR  RIVER  FARM.  HINGHAM  781  740.7233 
Explore  one  of  the  few  remaining  working 
farms  on  the  South  Shore  and  learn  more 
about  The  Trustees'  efforts  to  preserve 
community  agricultural  traditions. 
Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  $3. 

Daily,  June  through  September 
Kayak  World's  End 

WORLD'S  END,  HINGHAM  781.740.7233. 
Join  us  for  a  guided  exploration  of  this  unique 
property.  Learn  basic  paddling,  local  ecology, 
and  history  in  a  safe  environment  while 
enjoying  spectacular  views  of  Boston  Harbor 
Members:  Adult  $30:  Child  (under  1 5)  $15. 
Nonmembers:  Adult  $40;  Child  $20. 


I  0  -  I  I  AM 

Outdoor  Story  Hour 

WEIR  RIVER  FARM,  HINGHAM  781.740.7233 
Barnyard  stories  come  to  life  when  your  child 
gets  to  meet  the  main  characters!  Check 
www.thetrustees.org  for  special  guests. 

Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  $3. 

Sunday,  June  8  |  7am 
East  Over  Bird  Walk 

EAST  OVER  RESERVATION.  ROCHESTER  508.679.21 15 
Ramble  through  the  reservation's  forests  and 
fields  in  search  of  orioles,  bobolinks,  and  blue- 
birds with  Bill  Gil  of  the  Paskamansett  Bird 
Club.  FREE.  Please  pre-register. 

Friday,  June  20  |  7  -  9pm 

Summer  Solstice  by  Candlelight 

SOUTHEASTERN  MASSACHUSETTS  BIORESERVE, 

We  celebrate  the  official  arrival  of  summer 
by  making  candle  lanterns  to  illuminate  our 
twilight  walk  down  Miller  Lane  at  Copicut 
Woods.  FREE.  Please  pre-register. 

Saturday,  June  21   |  6  -  8:30pm 
Summer  Solstice  Celebration 

WORLD'S  END,  HINGHAM  781.740.6665 
Almost  40  years  ago,  local  residents  generously 
raised  funds  to  preserve  World's  End.  Bring 
your  family  and  a  picnic  to  our  annual  "Thank 
you"  celebration  complete  with  music,  drinks, 
dessert  -  and  a  breathtaking  sunset! 
Members:  Adult  $5.  Nonmembers:  Adult  $10. 
Child  (under  1 2)  FREE 

Sunday,  June  22  |  7am 
Westport  Bird  Walk 

WESTPORTTOWN  FARM,  WESTPORT  508.679.21 15 
Explore  the  hay  fields  and  salt  marsh  along 
the  Westport  River  in  search  of  songbirds, 
waterfowl,  and  osprey  with  Bill  Gil  of  the 
Paskamansett  Bird  Club.  FREE.  Please  pre-register. 

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Volunteer  at  the  following  events: 

Monday,  April  21   |  9  -  II  am 
Family  Farm  Hands 

WEIR  RIVER  FARM,  HINGHAM  781.740.7233 
More  hands  make  less  work!  Bring  your  family 
to  help  get  the  barnyard  ready  for  spring. 

FREE  admission  to  Open  Barnyard  follows.  FREE. 
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Saturday, June  7  |  IOam-Ipm 
Volunteer  for  National  Trails  Day 

WEIR  RIVER  FARM.  HINGHAM  781.740.7233 
Come  celebrate  this  day  dedicated  to  outdoor 
volunteerism  by  helping  us  create  a  new  trail 
from  Weir  River  Farm  to  Whitney  Thayer 
Woods.  Snacks  provided.  FREE. 

Saturday, April  26  |  9am-I2noon 

Stone  Wall,  Building  Volunteer  Day 

WESTPORT  TOWN  FARM,  WESTPORT  508.679.21  IS 
Learn  the  art  -  and  science  -  of  restoring 
stone  walls,  courtesy  of  local  stone  wall  builder 
Chris  Tracey,  and  find  out  how  to  care  for 
these  historic  relics.  FREE.  Please  pre-register. 


CAPE  COD  & 
THE  ISLANDS 


Sunday,  March  2  |   I  pm 
Unmasking  Menemsha  Hills 

ISLANDS  REGIONAL  OFFICE/MENEMSHA  HILLS 
RESERVATION  508.693.7662 
The  Trustees  have  been  digging  the  past  with 
the  U.S.  Geological  Survey.  Examine  photo- 
graphs of  geologic  material  dating  back  100 
million  years,  then  join  us  for  a  guided  walk 
along  the  shoreline.  FREE.  Please  pre-register. 

DATES  &  TIMES  TBA 

ECOLOGY  TALKS 

WAKEMAN  CENTER.  WEST  TISBURY  508.693.7662 

All  about  Phragmites 

Get  a  better  understanding  of  this  common 
reed,  how  it  got  to  Martha's  Vineyard,  why  it  is 
harmful,  and  what  you  can  do  to  help  control  it. 

In  a  Vineyard  Stream 

Learn  about  the  fascinating  invertebrates  that 
live  in  our  streams  with  Trustees  ecologist 
Greg  Whitmore,  who  explains  the  what  and 
why  of  these  tiny  aquatic  critters. 

Daily,  May  28  -  October  8 
GUIDED  NATURAL 
HISTORY  TOURS 

Transportation  from  the  Chappy  side  of  the 
ferry  is  available  with  registration. 

9am  and  2pm 

Cape  Poge  Natural  History  Tour 

cape  poge  wildlife  refuge, 
chappaquiddick  508.627.3599 
Enjoy  a  2.5-hour  oversand  vehicle  exploration 
through  Chappy's  sand  barrier  beach.  Relax 


and  enjoy  birding,  beachcombing,  and  great 
photo  opportunities.  Members:  Adult  $30;  Child 
(15  and  under)  $15.  Nonmembers: Adult  $40; 
Child  $18. 

8:30am  and  1:30pm 

Fishing  Discovery  Tour 

CAPE  POGE  WILDLIFE  REFUGE, 
CHAPPAQUIDDICK  508.627.3599 
Catch  fish  -  and  fishing  tips  -  on  this  4-hour 
oversand  vehicle  trip.  You'll  learn  the  artful 
skills  of  surfcasting,  reading  the  water,  and 
filleting  fish.  We  provide  the  tackle. You  bring 
a  snack  and  a  sense  of  adventure!  Members 
only; Adult  $60;  Child  (1 5  and  under)  $25. 

9am,  l2NOON,and  2pm 

Cape  Poge  Lighthouse  Tour 

CAPE  POGE  WILDLIFE  REFUGE, 
CHAPPAQUIDDICK  508.627.3599 
Climb  the  spiral  staircase  of  the  century-old 
wooden  lighthouse  on  this  90-minute  tour  and 
discover  intriguing  stories  of  the  light  keepers 
who  watched  over  these  ocean  waters  for 
nearly  1 50  years!  Members:  Adult  $  1 5;  Child  ( 1 5 
and  under)  $  1 0.  Nonmembers:  Adult  $25;  Child  $12. 


9am  and  2pm 

Wildlife  Canoe/Kayak  Tour 

CHAPPAQUIDDICK  508  627.3599 
Paddle  through  the  wild  coast  of  the  island 
and  observe  its  natural  wonders  with  a 
Trustees  naturalist.  Members:  AcWt  $30;  Child 
(15  and  under)  $15.  Nonmembers: Adult  $40; 
Child  $18. 

Daily,  June  1 5  -  September  1 5  |  8:30am, 

I  I  am,  and  I  :30pm 

Wildlife  Discovery  Tour 

LONG  POINT  WILDLIFE  REFUGE.  WEST  TISBURY 
508.693.3678 

Experience  the  beauty  of  one  of  the  rarest 
habitats  in  the  world:  sandplain  grasslands. 
Witness  breathtaking  views  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  and  explore  refuge  habitats,  as  you 
paddle  throughout  Tisbury  Great  Pond. 
Members:  Adult  $  1 5;  Child  (15  and  under)  $  1 0. 
Nonmember:  Adult  $25;  Child  (15  and  under)  $10. 


TEACH  ME  HOW!  SERIES 

Saturday,  April  5  |  10- Mam 
Bluebird  Nest-Box  Making 

ISLANDS  REGIONAL  OFFICE/PARKER 
PROPERTY  508.693.7662  \ 

m  * 

Grab  a  hammer  and  a  bluebird  box  kit, 
and  get  building  with  this  family-friendly  Mr 
opportunity  to  create  homes  for  these 
feathery  friends!  We'll  also  learn  where 
to  put  nest-boxes  and  how  to  attract 
bluebirds.  $  /  0  per  family.  Please  pre-register. 

Sunday,  April  1 3  |   I  -  2pm 

Homemade  Compost  Bins 

ISLANDS  REGIONAL  OFFICE/PARKER  PROPERTY  508.693.7662 

We'll  demonstrate  how  to  build  a  compost  bin,  then  send  you  home  with  a 

pre-packaged  kit  to  build  one  yourself.  Learn  what  to  put  in  your  bin,  how  to 

use  it,  and  how  it  will  save  you  money.  $20  per  family.  Please  pre-register. 

Saturday,  April  19  |  I  0am-  I2noon 
Kids  Get  Cameras 

ISLANDS  REGIONAL  OFFICE/MENEMSHA  HILLS  RESERVATION  508.693.7662 
Children  ages  9-14  get  an  eyeful  of  Trustees  landscapes  and  learn,  "What  makes 
this  place  special?"  One  photo  from  each  child's  camera  will  be  selected  to  hang 
in  the  regional  office.  We  supply  the  cameras.  FREE.  Please  pre-register. 


Daily,  June  through  October  |  9:30am  and 
1:30pm 

Natural  History  Tour 


Accompany  a  naturalist  through  Coskata- 
Coatue  Wildlife  Refuge  on  this  2.5-hour 
adventure,  aiding  your  discovery  of  the  human 
history  and  natural  wonders  of  Nantucket's 
most  expansive  salt  marsh.  Members: Adult  $30: 
Child  (12  and  under)  $15.  Nonmembers:  Adult  $40; 
Child  $15. 

Daily,  June  -  October  |   I  -  2pm 
Open  Lighthouse 

GREAT  POINT  LIGHTHOUSE.  COSKATA-COATUE 

Trustees  members  are  invited  to  climb  the 
Great  Point  Lighthouse  and  enjoy  the  view, 
while  learning  about  this  historic  structure. 
Transportation  to  Great  Point  is  not  provided. 

Members  only.  FREE. 

SELF-GUIDED  TOURS 

Daily,  Memorial  Day  through  Columbus  Day 
9am  -  5pm 

Poucha  Pond  Self-Guided 
Discovery  Tour 


Reap  the  benefits  of  Trustees  membership  as 
you  paddle  through  Poucha  Pond  on  half-  or 
full-day  excursions.  With  map,  discover  the 
effects  humans  -  and  nature  -  have  had  on 
salt  marsh,  dune,  and  shore.  Members  only: 
4  hours  for  $25  or  8  hours  for  $35  (per  canoe 
or  kayak).  Special  membership  offer  available. 

Daily,  Memorial  Day  through  Columbus  Day, 
9 am  -  5  pm 

Cape  Poge  Quest 


A  remarkable  three-hour  journey  awaits 
you  and  your  family  as  your  oversand  vehicle 
rambles  through  the  Refuge  on  a  self-guided 
treasure  hunt  for  the  Quest  box!  Cape  Poge 
Wildlife  Refuge  and  Wasque  Reservation 
oversand  vehicle  permit  required.  Materials 
available  at  Chappaquiddick  Gatehouses. 


Daily,  April  through  December 

SUNRISE  TO  SUNSET 

Menemsha  Hills  Quest 

MENEMSHA  HILLS  RESERVATION.  CHILMARK 

Discover  the  many  treasures  that  Menemsha 
Hills  has  to  offer  during  a  fun,  3-hour  family 
treasure  hunt  -  the  Menemsha  Hills  Quest! 
Materials  available  at  Menemsha  Hills  entrance 
bulletin  board.  FREE. 

Daily,  Memorial  Day  through  Columbus  Day 
9am  -  5pm 

Coskata  Woods  Quest 

COSKATA-COATUE  WILDLIFE  REFUGE, 
NANTUCKET  508.228.0006 
Discover  the  enchanting  Coskata  Woods 
as  seen  through  the  eyes  of  Nantucket 
Lighthouse  School  students,  who've  prepared 
a  magical,  90-minute  adventure  to  the  Quest 
Box.  Coskata-Coatue  oversand  vehicle  permit 
required  to  access  the  Woods  by  vehicle. 
Walkers  welcome.  Materials  available  at  the 
Wauwinet  Gatehouse. 

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Volunteer  at  the  following  events: 

In  May  (date,  time  tbd) 
Mytoi  Spring  Clean  Up 

MYTOI.  CHAPPAQUIDDICK  508.693.7662 
Do  your  part  by  digging  in  at  the  island's 
premier  Japanese-style  garden.  Please  bring 
work  gloves,  rakes,  and  shovels,  if  you  have  them. 
Upon  registering,  transportation  from  the 
Chappaquiddick  side  of  the  Edgartown  ferry 
is  available.  Lunch  provided.  Please  pre-register. 
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HISTORIC  HOUSES 

Discover  more  than  200  years 
of  history,  art,  architecture,  and 
design  on  guided  tours  of  ou 
extraordinary  homes  and  gardens, 
from  the  Berkshires  to  the 
Northeast,  including  6  Natio 
Historic  Landmarks.  All  guid 
tours  are  FREE  for  Trustees 
members. 


BERKSHIRES 

Naumkeag,  Stockbridge  413.298.3239  x3000 

Open  daily.  May  24  -  Columbus  Day  |   I  Oam  -  5pm 

Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  Adult  $  I 2,  Child  (6-  12)  $3. 

The  Mission  House,  Stockbridge  413.298.3239  x3000 

Open  daily,  May  24  -  Columbus  Day  |   I  0am  -  5pm 

Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  Adult  $6,  Child  (6-12)  $3. 

The  Ashley  House,  Sheffield  4 1 3.298.3239  x3000 

Saturdays  and  Sundays,  May  24  -  Columbus  Day  |   I  0am  -  5pm 

Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  Adult  $5;  Child  (6  -  12)  $3 

The  Folly  at  Field  Farm,  Williamstown  413.298.3239  x30l2 

Saturdays,  June  14  -  October  1 1  |  I2noon-5pm 

Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  Adult  $5;  Child  (6-  12)  $3. 

I GREATER  BOSTON 
Bradley  Estate,  Canton  781.821.2996 

Saturday,  May  31  and  Tuesdays,  May  27,  June  3,  June  10  |  9:30am 

FREE.  Please  pre-register. 

I      The  Old  Manse,  Concord  978.369.3909 

Monday  -  Saturday,  April  1 9  -  Columbus  Day  |  I  0am  -  5pm 
Sundays  &  Holidays  |  I  2noon  -  5pm 

|:i      Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  Adult  $8;  Senior/ Student.  $7;  Child  (6-  12)  $5. 

m 

jf  NORTHEAST 

For  more  information  call  978.921.1944  x88l5. 

For  group  tours  (available  by  appointment  only),  call  978.921.1944  x4009 

I or  email  needucation@ttor.org  for  further  information. 

Great  House  at  Castle  Hill, The  Crane  Estate,  Ipswich 

Wednesdays  -  Saturdays,  May  28  -  October  1 3  |  I  Oam  -  I  pm  (one-hour  tour) 
Closed  Friday,  July  4 

Recommended  for  children  8  years  and  older.  Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  Adult  (18+)  $ 
"t    Child  $5. 

Castle  Hill  Landscape  Tours, The  Crane  Estate,  Ipswich 

Thursdays  and  Saturdays,  May  29  -  October  I  I  |  I  Oam 

(Recommended  for  children  8  years  and  older.  Full  (90-minute)  and  half  tours. 
Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  $5. 
The  Stevens-Coolidge  Place,  North  Andover 

Saturdays  and  Sundays,  May  3 1  -  October  1 2  |  I  -  3pm  (one-hour  tour) 

B Recommended  for  children  8  years  and  older.  Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  Adult  (18+)  $ 
Child  $5.  Grounds  are  FREE,  8am  -  sunset,  year-round. 

The  Paine  House  at  Greenwood  Farm,  Ipswich 

First  Saturdays  and  Sundays,  June  -  October  j  I  -  3pm  (one-hour  tour) 

Recommended  for  children  8  years  and  older.  Members:  FREE.  Nonmembers:  Adult  ( 1 8+)  } 

Child  $5.  Grounds  are  FREE,  8am  -  sunset,  year-round. 


THE    GUEST     HOUSE  AT 

FIELD  FARM 

554  Sloan  Road,  Williamstown 
tel  413.458.3135 
www.guesthouseatfieldfarm.org 


Spring  Escapes 
;o  Historic  Places 


Members  save  J 0%  on  sta> 
F!i  :  . 
v/or  .  at  :  - 
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